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- A Matter Of Judgment

BY ATTORNEY BOB LaCROIX

W wonld all like ko claim that
we have pood judgment,  Fowey-
er, even the Dest of ug expeticnee
less than perfect judgment ar one
time o7 another,  Unforunacly,
when misjudgment linds s way
int our business dealings -- such
a9 our chotce of business associ-
atcs or the terms of & conitaet --
ihe result could be legat action,

That's when the judgment of
the: Court enmes inte play,

Tt all gocs well, the Coure will
wle in your favor, and you will
be granted & money judgment w
compensaie for damages, such as
loss of profits and wentory, or
cmotionn]  cistress, Hivrever,
even after you have won yoor
‘eage, your work - and thar of

your AtATNeY -- Ay nat veover

Now comes the task af aetmally
reeovering your jadgment from
the other party.

Unbeknowngt to many claim-
anls, judpments are ot always
patd immmediately in one lamp
sum.  Tndeed, many jolgments
evd up being pursued and reptne-
ered over an catended period of
fine,

The total amoust regquired o
saitsty 4 money judgment is the
principle  (the  acival  amount
awarded by the Court, plus the
reasomable and  necessary  cosis
associatet with your elalm), plas,
il the judgment iy ned pald
immeaclintely in its endirety, e
interest on the principle owed.

Bffective Tanuary [, 1983, the
e of inkerest on momey judg-
ants 5 10% por year, For nuost

JdEments, interest acoroes as ol
the day oo which the arder s
cutered. However, O judgments
which are payable in installiments
(such s family law soppore or-
ders), indvrest acemes as o (e
tate each  installment  paymend
becomes due, wnless e judpmem
prowvides otherwise.

== YT,

Did you know that,
after a period of time,
your Jjudement could
expire, leaving you
with no legal recourse
to collect the money
owed fo you. ..,

Generally, intorest that acermes
o A judgment is not subject o
ceHmpHnding, but an exception af
soris applics 1 Judgments (hat ane
"renewed ",

Renewal of your judgment may
he necessary, as many judgments
eapire and cease o be enfprocable
alier a period of time.  In such
cases, the  renewed  jrdgnicnt
ameant acerues intorest ab 10%.
Hengds, fo the exient that the re-
newed judpment amount tndludes
prior intercst, i 5 akin i come.
poumling nrerea,

There is also the posstbifiey
your canl elaim pre-judgnient inter-
eRl. Your entidenent w poe-judg-
ment inlerest is  cootinpent: oo
several lacioes, includiog Houtdicy
of the amousd amd the provisions
of the ermtepet bedng litigated.

The reeovery of your judgment

i imiginied when the Court Clerk
tsques 0 Wit of Bxeciion, which
FOHL st present te the nstitation
froven whicly you are seeking pay-
menl Yo are entitded o rocever
thiz costs For the writ,

Additiopal costs whicls may be
reeovered inclade those assoctated
wilh igsuing and levying an esrn-
i and withhatdimp orvder, ae-
ing ami eeconding an abstract of
indgmmend, filing & nodce of judp-
ment lien on personal property
amt, upon prior appraval by the
Court, admivistering g debtor's
examingiion,  Aldso, in e case of
an nolawful deiginer, the _iw.ljj-
menl holder may recever evielion
expensed nd supplomental costs,

Generally, aineneys' foes for
recovering yonr pedement are not
recoverible vubesy the debeor acis
i hagd fadih,

Tn elogiag, [or me onee again
e e crecel nare of oot
aflowing your judgnent w cxpire,
I this is a macter of concern to
your, call me immediaely, Don't
aive anvone groundi o accuse
you of o Joss of judgmen

Boh LaCraix is en attor-
ney who has served the
Ocean Beach Community
since 1979, [f you would
ke to request a topic for
an upooming issae of The
o.b.server, or if vou kave
a legal question you need
to discuss, feel free to call
Bob's affice at 223-2527,



